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The academic year 2024-25 has been vibrant
and exciting for Eclat, the Economics
Association of Daulat Ram College. Committed
to nurturing curiosity and academic
enthusiasm, Eclat hosted a series of events
throughout the year that have enriched the
bright minds of the department. These
activities have fostered a culture of learning,
collaboration, and professional growth, from
enlightening educational excursions and
career counselling sessions to engaging alumni
conversations and innovative policy
discussions. Each event has provided our
students and faculty with the opportunity to
explore critical economic issues, connect with
distinguished guests and alumni, and gain
insights that will shape their academic and
professional futures. This report aims to
present a comprehensive overview of the
Associations’ ventures this year.




UNION ELECTIONS

On September 19th, 2024, the Economics
Association, Eclat, hosted its annual
Union election, drawing enthusiastic
participation from students across all
academic years. This longstanding
tradition serves as a cornerstone of our
academic community, as aspiring &
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The electoral process culminates in a hallmark event: the open house speech, where
candidates eloquently present their visions and manifestos in the presence of
esteemed faculty members and fellow students. This democratic exercise underscores
our commitment to student governance and involvement, as each vote contributes to
the selection of the most qualified individuals to lead the Department Union. As
tradition dictates, the election process concludes with the casting of votes, ensuring
that the deserving Union is duly elected to uphold the values and aspirations of our
esteemed association.

SEMINAR ON CRITICAL THINKING AND DESIGN THINKING

On October 15th, Dr. Sheetal Chadda, an
alumna of Daulat Ram College's
Psychology Department, conducted an
. A engaging session on Critical Thinking and
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importance in everyday life.

She introduced the RED model—Recognize Assumptions, Evaluate Arguments, and Draw
Conclusions—and explained the Ladder of Inference using interactive case studies that
encouraged student participation. Dr. Chadda also explained Design Thinking through a
simplified process: Empathize, Define, Ideate, Prototype, and Test.

The session was informative and thought-provoking, leaving students inspired by her
practical insights and dynamic approach.




SEMINAR ON 21ST CENTURY SOFT SKILLS AND BUSINESS COMMUNICATION

On October 15th, the Economics Department of Daulat
Ram College held a seminar on “21st Century Soft Skills |
and the 7 C’s of Communication” led by Prof. Shirley Rex
from GIMS. The session began with a discussion on
personality and its link to communication and leadership.

Prof. Rex emphasized the importance of soft skills,
particularly effective communication, professional
grooming, and a positive attitude. An interactive activity
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On 9th November, 2024, a seminar titled "Navigating the Path Abroad" was held, where alumna
Faguni Awasthi, currently pursuing her MSc in Business Analytics at UCD Dublin, shared her
overseas education journey. She guided students through the admission process—selecting
universities, preparing SOPs and recommendation letters, applying for scholarships, and taking
exams like the GRE and GMAT.

Faguni emphasized the importance of internships, planning ahead, and seeking guidance
from mentors and counselors. The session also featured a panel discussion, offering
students valuable insights and motivation. The event concluded on a warm note with the
alumna reminiscing about her college days, leaving students inspired and connected to
the community.




DRC MODEL UNITED NATIONS

The Daulat Ram College Model United Nations (MUN) held on November 16, 2024, was
organized by Eclat, the Economics Association, in collaboration with Yuva Manthan
MUN. The event began with an inspiring opening ceremony featuring keynote
speeches, a ceremonial lamp lighting, and recognition of student contributions. It
provided a platform for students to engage in meaningful discussions on global and
national issues.

The UNGA committee debated “Achieving Carbon Neutrality by 2050,” emphasizing
sustainability and global cooperation, while the Lok Sabha addressed “Viksit Bharat
2047” through the lens of youth-focused policies and reforms. The closing ceremony
celebrated the event’s success, with awards for outstanding delegates and a
motivational message from Secretary-General Charvi Behl. The MUN encouraged
critical thinking, collaboration, and leadership among students.
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Eclat, in collaboration with MDAE, hosted
a webinar on “Quest for Equitable
Growth” with Mr. Dharmakirti Joshi, Chief
Economist at CRISIL. He highlighted
India’s strong GDP growth post-
pandemic, driven by investments, and
compared it with other major economies.
He also addressed rising food inflation
and its impact on the poor, noting the
RBI’s limited control over localized price
surges.

Cyclical lift in investments underway

Investment/GDP (%)
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Mr. Joshi projected a 6.7% average GDP growth till FY31 and emphasized key strategies
like strengthening infrastructure, boosting reforms, and increasing female workforce
participation. He urged the youth to actively engage in nation-building, stressing that
despite global challenges, equitable growth is achievable through commitment and
collaboration.

CAREER COUNSELING SESSION

A career counselling session was conducted by
Dr. Pooja Sharma on December 16, 2024, where
she discussed various career prospects in the
field of economics. She highlighted the
achievements of the department’s alumni, — -
including those who have pursued higher e
studies at prestigious institutions like Harvard | ' 4 11 eyt
and LSE. Dr. Sharma also informed students (| I
about the range of programmes, workshops, '
and internships organized by the Economics
Department throughout the year to support
academic and professional development. The
session provided valuable guidance and i
inspiration for students planning their future R o1 b ndi I3 0Ps Map camers
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CAT FOR WOMEN - SEMINAR BY CAREER LAUNCHER

On 4 February 2025, Eclat, the Economics
Association of Daulat Ram College, organized a
seminar on "ACE CAT FOR WOMEN" in
collaboration with Career Launcher. The session
featured Ms. Sujatha Kshirsagar, President of
Career Launcher and IIM Bangalore alumna, and
was attended by students from various colleges
including Miranda House, Hansraj, IGDTUW, and
Kamla Nehru. Aimed at encouraging women to
pursue careers in management, the seminar
focused on the importance of strategic planning,
perseverance, and logical aptitude for cracking the
CAT exam. Ms. Kshirsagar highlighted the
increasing gender diversity efforts in B-school > \ "
admissions and engaged students with practical RS :f;vzzuw,g;ﬁ;.gj;i'“oaw =
problem-solving using previous CAT questions. The Al Lat 28,688891° Long 77.205847°
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reinforcing Eclat’s commitment to empowering

students through meaningful career guidance.

NITI GUPSHUP

Eclat, the Economics Association of Daulat Ram
College, successfully organized Niti Gupshup, a
policy discussion forum on 15 February 2025,
centered on the theme "Balancing Global Integration
and Local Self-Sufficiency: A Swadeshi Perspective."
The event brought together students from varied
academic backgrounds to engage in a thought-
provoking dialogue on the evolution of the Swadeshi
movement—from a nationalist strategy to a broader
framework aligned with India’s global economic
ambitions. Key issues such as consumer choice, trade
balance, the export readiness of Indian firms, and the
influence of political leadership on trade policies
were explored in depth. Participants also discussed
comparative models like China and South Korea, and
examined the role of budget allocations and R&D
investment in bolstering India’s global
competitiveness. The forum stood out for its
intellectual rigor and critical insights, serving as a
dynamic platform to foster policy-oriented thinking
and a nuanced understanding of India’s path toward
self-reliant globalization.
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MUTASIR-THE ANNUAL YOUTH CONFERENCE
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Mutasir'25, the Annual Youth Conference hosted by ECLAT, the Economics
Association of Daulat Ram College, was a resounding success. . Centered around
the theme "Economics of Marginalisation", the conference delved into issues such
as economic inequality, policy inefficiencies, and the challenges faced by
marginalised communities.

Distinguished speakers Prof. Ram Singh,
Member of MPC of India, Prof. Surjit
Mazumdar, and Prof. Rohini Somanathan
offered powerful insights—ranging from myth-
busting around inequality narratives and the
global impact of globalisation to gender biases
in academia, referencing Nobel Laureate

Claudia Goldin’s work. A standout moment %
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toward vulnerable populations.

Additionally, Mutasir'25 underscored a
commitment to sustainability, with eco-
friendly decor made from recycled
newspapers and cardboard, aligning the
event’s aesthetic with its message of
sustainable economic justice. True to its
o .. nhame, Mutasir—meaning 'deeply moved'—
ST § left a lasting impact on its audience,
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ECONOMANIA 25

On the bright morning of 6th of March, ECONOMANIA 2025, the annual academic event
of the Department of Economics, Daulat Ram College, unfolded with an electrifying start.
Amidst the gathering of eclectic spectators, Khyati Malik and Charu Anuraj warmly
welcomed the guests and the attendees and provided an insightful overview of the
department's events in the preceding year. The ambiance glowed brighter as the
ceremonial lamp was lit by our esteemed guests, Prof. Ram Singh and Prof. Surjit
Mazumdar, along with the professors of the Economics department.
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As the day progressed, excitement peaked with a variety of competitions such as The
Policy Forge, Finvengers, and A Good Economist's Guide to Murder. Each competition
brought forth a fusion of fun, thrill, and enlightenment, captivating the participants and
audience alike. From crafting policy briefs to strategic bidding and applying economic
theories to real-world scenarios, participants were challenged to showcase their
knowledge and skills in diverse domains of economics.
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ECONOMANIA 25

THE POLICY FORGE

The Research and Content Department of Eclat, Daulat
Ram College, organized The Policy Forge - Where Ideas
Shape Nation, a policy-making forum where 13 finalist
teams tackled challenges faced by the fictional nation
of Econoria. Guided by judges Dr. R. Ahalya and Ms.
Akansha, teams proposed two-phase solutions: an
Immediate Action Plan and a Long-Term Growth
Strategy. The event promoted critical thinking, D
collaboration, and practical policy design. It concluded
with closing remarks by Ms. Shikha Singh and the
announcement of winners, marking a successful and
insightful experience.

FINVENGERS

FinVengers, organized by the Finance Department of
Eclat, The Economics Association of Daulat Ram College,
was a high-stakes financial competition where teams
acted as financial superheroes, building mutual fund
portfolios amid market booms, crashes, and crises.
Spanning four rounds, the event challenged participants
to tackle scenarios like interest rate hikes, corporate
scandals, and global recessions, testing their risk analysis
and strategy skills. After intense rounds, Team Ceteris
Paribas (Gopala Savyasanchi & Siddhant Samuel Khanna)
emerged victorious, with Team Alpha (Ayush Bansal &
Vivek Kumar) as runners-up. The event successfully
blended finance and strategy, sharpening participants’
investment acumen and adaptability.
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A GOOD ECONOMIST'S GUIDE TO MURDER

A Good Economist’s Guide to Murder, organized by the
Operations and Management Department of Eclat, Daulat Ram
College, was a dynamic event that combined economics with
mystery-solving. Participants investigated the fictional murder
of Arjun Malhotra, CEO of Elevate Realities, through case
analysis, game theory challenges, and resource negotiation
using in-game currency. The final round tested their economic
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experience and concluded with the announcement of winners. S

The event culminated with a memorable closing ceremony, honouring the dedication and
contributions of committee members. A cake-cutting ceremony symbolised the successful
completion of Economania 2025, while speeches and shared camaraderie reflected the spirit of
collaboration and achievement that characterised the event. As attendees captured unforgettable
moments against the backdrop of a setting sun, Economania 2025 concluded, leaving behind
lasting memories of intellectual engagement and camaraderie.




OPTIMA: THE ANNUAL OUTLOOK OF ECLAT

This year, we proudly unveiled the 12th edition of Optima,
the flagship annual outlook of Eclat, centered around the

theme Economics of Marginalisation. Through this theme, — Swaeineses e

not come at the cost of social discrimination or exclusion.
We are proud to feature insightful contributions from
esteemed institutions such as ICRIER, the London School
of Economics, Jawaharlal Nehru University, the University
of Nottingham, and BITS Pilani.

This edition also includes exclusive interviews with
leading global voices: Anastasia Nesvetailova, Director at
the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, and Richard B. Freeman, who holds the
Herbert Ascherman Chair in Economics at Harvard
University and currently serves as Faculty Co-Director at
the Center for Labor and a Just Economy at Harvard Law
School. Their perspectives enrich Optima’s mission of
fostering informed discourse on inclusive economic
development

we aim to shed light on the pressing need for economic Dr“ 1 /
growth that is inclusive and equitable—growth that does OI l Ih[é\

THE OPTICAST VOLUME Il

The Opticast Volume Il is the latest edition of the
quarterly newsletter published by OPTIMA. This edition
delves deeply into a range of pressing economic and
political issues that are shaping both the national and
global landscape. It features in-depth analyses on
significant topics such as the Supreme Court’s landmark
2024 verdict on electoral bonds and its implications for
transparency in political funding, the persistent trends The Opticast
and repercussions of global inflation, and the potential y _
economic shifts resulting from India’s 2024 general \/Olllnle ||
elections. Furthermore, it examines the anticipated
impact of the upcoming monsoon season on India's
agricultural and overall economic performance, as well as
the ongoing challenges faced during the negotiation of the
India-UK Free Trade Agreement

Each article provides a critical perspective on
contemporary developments shaping India's economic
landscape.




ALUMNI CONVERSATIONS - I
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Eclat, the Economics Department of Daulat Ram College, successfully hosted an online
alumni session on "Al: A Conundrum of Social and Economic Inequality and Inclusivity"
on 15th March 2025. Bhavya Pandey, a Predoctoral Research Fellow at Harvard Kennedy
School, shared insights on Al’'s benefits—such as enhanced efficiency, innovation, and
accessibility—while also addressing concerns around automation-led job loss,
algorithmic bias, and the digital divide. She emphasized the need for ethical, inclusive Al
development. The session concluded with an engaging Q&A and a vote of thanks from
the General Secretary, leaving students inspired to explore Al’'s impact on society with a
balanced and informed perspective.
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Convenor/Association In-Charge: Ms. Shikha Singh
Teacher In-Charge: Dr. Pooja Sharma

Office Bearers
President: Priya Singhal
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